Amonett Family Newsletter
Volume #1 Chapter #8 (Plus Notes)
May 1989 - by Glen Amonett

Note: Some time after Glen Amonett wrote the May 1989 Family Newsletter
(Chapter 8) he apparently did some more research on our Huguenot
ancestors and he made additional handwritten notes and comments on a
copy of that newsletter. Here I have added those handwritten comments into
the original May 1989 newsletter for anyone interested in this additional
information. The extra notes and comments are in blue.

Several years have elapsed since I wrote my last family newsletter in 1983. I
was less active during the critical illness and loss of my wife Edith in August of
1986.

Secretaries over the past 20 years have been Faye, then Laudane, and
Marjorie has had the job a couple of years. The president is Red (Thayne) Amonett,
and this year T'll resume the job as editor of the Family Newsletter.

Laudane wrote a newsletter in ‘87 so lets number it chapter #7 and T'll call
this one chapter #8. The reunion this year only will be June 25, 1989, at the club
house 5012-50™ St. in Lubbock, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

After this year we expect to return to the old date of the second Sunday in
June, at the same place.

Truman and Wanda Irwin celebrated their 50™ anniversary.

Mary's mother, Mrs. Tommie Findley, passed away in Feb. ‘89
Odessa’'s husband, Fred McPherson, passed away in 1988.

Kay and Johnny Rodriquez have a new baby (Eldon's Granddaughter).
Sharon and Carl Amonett have a new baby (my granddaughter).

Kay and Jim Shaw have a new Grand Child. It's Joey's son.

John Thomas and Audrey have moved to Ruidoso. John couldn't resist that
house beside the golf course.

The rugged life of earlier generations leads me to admire their activities and
accomplishments. Therefore let us go back to the earliest ancestors of which we
have any record.* Apparently the Amonett family had been in Loudun for several
generations (note three prominent families were Amonett. There could have been
others).

You already know something about Jacob Amonett from previous family
history, who immigrated to Virginia colony in 1700 with his wife Judith and four
children. These immigrants were on the move because of religious warfare in



France. Churches of the Huguenots (Protestants) were being burned, their property
confiscated and often their children forcibly converted to Catholicism.

The religious warfare had flared anew in 1685 when King Louis XIV revoked
the Edict of Nantes, which had kept some degree of religious peace for more than
80 years. (See your encyclopedia).

Americana Encyclopedia states that the revocation had been gradually on the
way, with ever increasing restrictions on Protestants for several years. The
revocation of the Edict of Nantes by King Louis XIV made him violently disliked by
many Protestants, in both France and Holland. Sharing the dislike gave a common
interest to our ancestor Jacob Amonett and the nobleman of Holland, William of
Orange. This may have been influential in Jacobs prominence in the military service
of William of Orange, who later became William IIT of Britain.

When the religious war was at its peak, huge numbers of refugees came on
foot from southern France, where they had lost all their possessions except what
they could carry. This stream of refugees passed through Loudun in western France
where the Protestants were strong.

Loudun was the home of Jacob Amonett, our relative that immigrated fo
Virginia. The given name of Jacob was popular in the family. The records show that
as early as 1634, there were three strong Protestant families in Loudun, headed by
Jacob, Pierre and Matthew Amonett. This Jacob Amonett of 1634 was the right
age to be the Grandfather of our relative Jacob Amonett who came to Virginia
colony in 1700. Records indicate that a French army officer Jacob Amonett under
Captain Delmont of Paris was active in both France and Holland in helping the
Huguenots escape. To achieve this distinction, Jacob would have been active in that
work for a while - possible several years. Jacob Amonett was knighted and his coat
of arms indicates that he was an officer in both armies. He followed William IIT
into England. William of Orange (In England he became William IIT) was originally
Prince of Orange, a title in Holland. Because he was related to the English nobility,
he had frequently visited in England and knew the national leaders well. He also had
become well-acquainted in French circles. (He hated Louis XIV - see Americana
1950) and possibly his intense dislike of Louis XIV was the motivating force that
caused his devoted service to the English military that was fighting France. William
ITT was known as William of Orange. Jacob's military service could account for his
arriving ten years later at the Virginia colony than his wife's parents. William of
Orange (William IIT in England) outfitted hundreds of sailing vessels, with the
public impression that the military outfit was going to fight the French. He took
them across the English Channel and really upset the English. Most of his force was
the landless Huguenots who came from France. This was about the same as an
invasion force. It occurred November 25, 1688.



The destination of the Huguenot refugees was Holland, which had religious
liberty after a century of turmoil. Jacob and Judith joined the migration to Holland
and on to England but they didn't leave England until 1700 aboard the sailing ship
"Nassau”. After the landing in England of William of Orange with his flotilla of
Huguenots in November of 1688, there were apparently a number of unsettled
Huguenots who were in need of a resettlement project like the four shiploads of
immigrants to Virginia.

During the time between Jacob's immigration to Holland and the sailing of the
“invasion” force, Jacob had built a reputation as a friend of the landless Huguenot
refugees, possible having a key role in the official government contact with the
refugees, over a period that could have been several years in Holland and France.

If Jacob was in the sailing force in 1688, he apparently also was in the other
military actions of William of Orange. English King James II - his father in law -
fled to the continent ahead of the troops amassed by William of Orange (James
was Catholic) William of Orange gradually gained support until his wife was
proclaimed Queen and he thus became King.

French King Louis XIV sent James IT and an army to Ireland to oppose
William, but James II lost a couple of battles to William of Orange, now William
IITI. Catholic Ireland then became a part of the English Empire.

The migration from France to Holland and other points involved about 50,000
Frenchmen over a period of years, and going from Loudun to Holland were two
brothers, Pierre and Dr. Estienne Chastain and their families. Pierre and wife
Magdaleine were parents of Judith Chastain, born about 1665 and married to Jacob
Amonett in Loudun about 1681.

France and England were at war at this time. A nobleman of Holland (William
ITT) was gaining influence in directing the English military campaign. William IIT
was a military success and married an heiress to the English throne, and became the
King of England. (See your encyclopedia for additional details).

Many of the Huguenot refugees had followed William IIT across the channel
and helped him secure the English throne and became a part of his military force;
very impressive to the English. This was two years after his force from Holland
crossed the channel. The time table permitted William to maintain regular military
conflict and Jacob apparently was in Williams service for several years after the
crossing the channel (and also before). After he became King of England, William
ITT arranged for 300 Huguenots to go to the colony in Virginia in 1690. Although
James IT had fled to the continent in December of 1688 before the invasion force
of William of Orange, and James's IT military leaders rapidly acknowledged
Williams new leadership, the Queen wasn't officially proclaimed until February 13,
1689, which also was when William of Orange became William III, and embraced



the English Church. There were three ship loads, and Pierre and Dr. Estienne
Chastain and their families were among those immigrants, and were among the
founders of the settlement at Manakintown, near Richmond Virginia. Manakintown
was named for an extinct local Indian tribe.

King William ITT in 1700 made arrangements for four more ship loads of
Huguenots to come to Virginia Colony, and many of them settled at Manakintown.
Among those immigrants were Jacob and Judith Amonett and their four children.

In February 21, 1702, William III, an active campaigner, fell from his horse
and broke his collar bone, and died as a result. His chief interest had always been
politics and war, and he was more respected than loved as an English monarch.

Parliament wanted a decreased army just before the turn of the century and
that may have influenced the life of Jacob Amonett, thought to be active in the
military at that time, and made his exit at a convenient time to become an American
immigrant in the four shiploads of Huguenots that came to Virginia colony in 1700.

The records of King William Parish in 1714 show that a fifth child had been
born to Jacob and Judith after their arrival in Virginia and that at that time (1714)
Judith was deceased.

The prominent role of Jacob and his son Andre (Andrew in English) in the
roles of the Church indicate a devoted religious attitude. Andrew followed his
father's role in Church responsibilities, probably involved in the divisive split in the
religious community that sent so many to South Carolina. It would be expected that
the military characteristics and devoted religious habit would have put Jacob in a
prominent role. He had a Church role from the day it started.

Intense religious feelings continued fo be a part of the Huguenot heritage,
and a religious division shortly caused a large part of the settlement to re-locate to
South Carolina, another Huguenot stronghold.

With the organization of King William Parish in 1707, Jacob Amonett was a
vestryman from that date (12/20/1707) until July 30, 1722 and church warden in
1710, 1711, and 1725. He died Oct. 5, 1725, in King William Parish. Henrico County
was originally a large county and as the settlements grew Chesterfield County and
Gooch land became divisions of Henrico County.

Richmond would become famous one hundred and sixty years later as the
capital of the Confederacy in the War Between the States, but at the fime Jacob
Amonett was there it was only a village, and not incorporated. I was in Richmond
Virginia in October 1988, and I found myself wondering which of those broad
concrete highways would have been only Indian trails back in the days of Grandpa
Jacob Amonett, nearly 300 years ago.



The old farmstead could be located by checking the court records. Two land
grants were issued to Jacob Amonett in 1716 in Henrico County, one for 88 acres
and the other for 186 acres. In the days when plowing was done with oxen, those
were large farms.

A third generation American, Reuben Amonett, moved south to farm in the
hills of Tennessee. Reuben died of wounds in the war of 1812, leaving a widow with
six children at home. From those six children came the descendents that moved to
Texas, and here we are.

Glen Amonett
Petersburg, Texas
May 10, 1989

*Credit for family records is due to Mrs. R. Tate Bowen of Laurel, Mississippi.



